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W  E  L  C  O  M  E

More Than a House
If you're reading this guide, there's a good chance you're thinking about a move. Maybe 
you're relocating to the North Shore. Maybe you're already here and looking for a 
community that better fits your family's next chapter.

Either way, you're probably asking many of the same questions other families ask. Which 
town is right for us? Where will our kids make friends? What are the parks like? What do 
families actually do on weekends? What will everyday life feel like?

Those questions matter, because a successful move is about much more than finding the 
right house. It's about finding the right community.

After all, children don't remember the closing date. They remember the beach days. The 
playgrounds. The ice cream stops. The friends they made. The traditions their family 
created. The places that felt like home.

Over the years, my family has had the privilege of getting to know thousands of North 
Shore families through our connection to The Little Gym of Danvers, local schools, youth 
activities, community events, and everyday life here on the North Shore. We've watched 
children grow up. We've watched families put down roots. And we've learned that every 
North Shore town offers something a little different.

The goal isn't finding the “best” town. The goal is finding the place that fits your family 
best. I hope this guide helps you do exactly that.

Welcome to the North Shore.
— Chip Selley, Ripple Effect Realty
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S  T  A  R  T     H  E  R  E

Finding Your Family's Fit
Because every North Shore town has a different personality.

One of the biggest mistakes families make when moving to the North Shore is assuming 
every town offers the same lifestyle. They don't.

A family that feels perfectly at home in downtown Beverly may feel out of place in Boxford. 
A family who loves Gloucester's beaches may not enjoy the quieter pace of Hamilton. None 
of these communities are better than the others. They're simply different — and 
understanding those differences is often the first step toward finding the right fit.

The Explorer Family
Your weekends are spent outdoors. You value trails, conservation land, farms, open 
space, and room for adventure — places where your children can roam, explore, and 
connect with nature.

C O M M U N I T I E S   T O   E X P L O R E
Hamilton · Wenham · Ipswich · Boxford · Newbury

Y O U   M I G H T   L O V E
Appleton Farms · Bradley Palmer State Park · Crane Wildlife Refuge · Essex River kayaking · 
Chebacco Lake

The Beach Family
Your ideal Saturday involves sand, sunscreen, and salt air. You measure summer by 
beach days and know exactly how to pack a car for a full day on the coast.

C O M M U N I T I E S   T O   E X P L O R E
Gloucester · Manchester-by-the-Sea · Ipswich · Newbury

Y O U   M I G H T   L O V E
Wingaersheek Beach · Good Harbor Beach · Singing Beach · Crane Beach · Plum Island
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The Downtown Family
You love being where things are happening — restaurants, coffee shops, community 
events, walkability, and the ability to grab dinner or catch a show without driving 
across the county.

C O M M U N I T I E S   T O   E X P L O R E
Beverly · Salem · Gloucester

Y O U   M I G H T   L O V E
The Cabot · Downtown Salem · The Cut · Beverly Arts District · Local festivals

The Convenience Family
You're balancing work, school, sports, activities, and everything in between. Efficiency 
matters. You want easy access to highways, shopping, recreation, and everyday 
services.

C O M M U N I T I E S   T O   E X P L O R E
Danvers · Peabody

Y O U   M I G H T   L O V E
Endicott Park · Brooksby Farm · North Shore shopping districts · Regional sports programs

The Lake Life Family
The North Shore is famous for its coastline, but some families discover something even 
more unexpected: lake life. If your ideal day includes boating, fishing, paddleboarding, 
sailing, and sunset cruises, there may be no better fit than Chebacco Lake.

C O M M U N I T I E S   T O   E X P L O R E
Hamilton · Essex

Y O U   M I G H T   L O V E
Centennial Grove · Sailing · Fishing · Paddleboarding · Sunset boat rides

“The best town isn't the one your neighbor chose. It's the 
one where your family feels most at home.”
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T  O  W  N     B  Y     T  O  W  N

Newbury
Nature's playground.

Newbury is for families who love the outdoors: Plum Island, the Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge, miles of protected landscapes, and some of the most beautiful coastal 
scenery in New England. For many residents, nature isn't a weekend activity — it's part of 
everyday life.

Family Favorites
Plum Island is beloved by beachgoers, birdwatchers, and outdoor enthusiasts alike. The 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge is one of the region's most spectacular natural 
resources, and the Newbury marshes are a reminder of how much open space still exists 
on the North Shore.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Plum Island Sunrises
Worth waking up early for. Sunrise on Plum Island never gets old.

School snapshot: families often appreciate Newbury's combination of small-town 
atmosphere and access to regional resources.

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

Newbury reminds us that some of the best family memories happen outside.
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T  O  W  N     B  Y     T  O  W  N

Topsfield & Boxford
Room to breathe, close to everything.

For families seeking peace, privacy, and space, Topsfield and Boxford deliver. These 
communities offer rural character and a lifestyle that feels removed from the hustle of 
everyday life while still remaining close to everything the North Shore has to offer.

Family Favorites

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Boxford State Forest
Miles of trails and outdoor recreation, with conservation land that is a defining feature 
of the community. Your backyard often feels like a nature preserve.

Rural character is one of Boxford's greatest strengths, and conservation land throughout 
the area means open space is never far away.

“Your backyard often feels like a nature preserve.”

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

For families seeking peace, privacy, and space, Boxford delivers.
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T O W N  B Y  T O W N

Topsfield
More Than Just the Fair

While the Topsfield Fair may be what first comes to mind, the town offers much more than a
few weeks of excitement each fall.

Families are drawn to Topsfield for its excellent schools, strong sense of community, open
space, and easy access to some of the North Shore’s best outdoor recreation.

Bradley Palmer State Park, just over the town line, provides miles of trails for hiking, biking,
horseback riding, and cross-country skiing. Community events, youth sports, and local
traditions help give Topsfield the kind of small-town atmosphere many families are
searching for.

The fair may put Topsfield on the map, but it’s the community that keeps people here.

Family Favorite

F A M I L Y  F A V O R I T E

The Topsfield Fair
Fall doesn’t officially begin until you’ve walked through the fairgrounds, visited the
animals, eaten something you probably shouldn’t have, and bumped into half the
people you know.

THE NORTH SHORE FAMILY GUIDE
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TOWN  BY  TOWN

Ipswich
Farms, beaches, and New England charm.

Ipswich offers one of the most balanced lifestyles on the North Shore. Historic downtown streets, working farms, and some

of the region's most beautiful beaches all sit within a few minutes of one another. For families who want a little of everything,

few towns strike the balance as gracefully.

Family Favorites

Crane Beach — one of New England's most beautiful stretches of sand.

Appleton Farms — trails, animals, and seasonal events at one of the country's oldest working farms.

Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary — miles of trails and quiet water to explore.

A Brush with Fame

In 2025, Ipswich found itself in an unexpected spotlight when Ed Sheeran chose the town as the backdrop for the music

video to “Old Phone,” the first single from his album Play. Sheeran — a devoted fan of the English football club Ipswich Town

— loved the idea of filming in its Massachusetts namesake, and built a pop-up Irish pub in a downtown parking lot for a

surprise performance. Fans earned their way inside by sharing nostalgic texts and photos from their old phones, some of

which were projected onto a building wall for the shoot. The documentary-style video, released in May 2025, turned

downtown Ipswich and its local businesses into the heart of the story.

T H E  NO R T H  S H O R E  FAM I LY  GU I D E

F A M I L Y   F A V O R I T E

Castle Hill at Crane Estate

T H E   R I P P L E   E F F E C T   T A K E

Ipswich rewards families who like to wander — a town where the farm, the marsh, and the beach are all part of
everyday life.

One of New England's most iconic destinations. The Great House,
rolling lawns, and spectacular views create a setting unlike anything
else on the North Shore. For many local families, it isn't simply a historic
property — it's where memories are made. Concerts on the Lawn have
become one of the most beloved family traditions anywhere on the
North Shore: a blanket, a picnic, children running freely across the
Grand Allee, and the sun setting over the Atlantic. Pure North Shore
magic.

“Every family should experience at least one summer concert at
Castle Hill.”
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T  O  W  N     B  Y     T  O  W  N

Hamilton & Wenham
Small-town New England at its best.

If someone asked you to picture a classic New England town, Hamilton and Wenham might 
be exactly what comes to mind. Tree-lined roads. Stone walls. Historic homes. Youth 
sports. Community traditions. Open fields. And families who know one another.

These neighboring communities share a school district, many community resources, and a 
similar commitment to preserving the character that has made them beloved by generations 
of residents. For many families, Hamilton and Wenham represent the North Shore at its 
most timeless.

Weekend Life
A typical Saturday might include soccer at Patton Park, a stop at Tendercrop Farm, 
exploring Appleton Farms, time at the library, a trip to the lake, and dinner with friends. Life 
here tends to move at a slightly slower pace — and for many families, that's exactly the 
appeal.

Hamilton

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Patton Park
Hamilton's community hub — playgrounds, sports fields, and summer evenings where 
children make friends and parents do too. Named for General George S. Patton, whose 
family had strong ties to town.

Operated by The Trustees, Appleton Farms is one of the oldest continuously operating 
farms in the United States. Families come for the trails, animals, and seasonal events. Many 
North Shore childhood memories begin here.

A North Shore Secret: Chebacco Lake
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When most people think of the North Shore, they think of the ocean. What many don't 
realize is that Hamilton is home to one of the region's hidden treasures: Chebacco Lake. For 
families who discover it, the lake often becomes a way of life. Mornings begin with 
paddleboards. Afternoons bring sailing lessons. Evenings end with fishing, sunset cruises, 
and time spent on the dock.

Unlike many lakes in Massachusetts, Chebacco supports a wide range of recreation:

Sailing

Kayaking

Canoeing

Paddleboarding

Fishing

Power boating

Waterskiing

The one thing you won't find here? Jet skis. The result is a family-friendly atmosphere that 
residents work hard to preserve. Centennial Grove, a public freshwater beach, gives 
residents access throughout the summer, and a public boat launch keeps the lake part of 
the broader community — not just those who live directly on the water.

“Where else can you spend the morning on a lake and the 
afternoon at the ocean?”

On the Big Screen
Hollywood came to Chebacco Lake in the summer of 2009, when Adam Sandler and the
cast of Grown Ups moved into town for filming. Much of the on-location shooting took place
around Centennial Grove, which stood in for the fictional “Amoskeag Lake” and served as
the setting for the Earnshaw family’s rustic lakefront house.

T H E  R I P P L E  E F F E C T  T A K E
Most North Shore towns are defined by their connection to the ocean, but Hamilton offers something
different; a place where children can grow up sailing on a lake, exploring conservation land, visiting
working farms, and still be only minutes from the Atlantic Ocean. As a Chebacco Lake resident, I may
be slightly biased, but there’s something special about lake life on Cape Ann. It’s one of the few
places where a child can spend the morning fishing from a dock, the afternoon at Crane Beach, and
the evening watching the sunset over the water.



TOWN  BY  TOWN

Wenham
Quiet charm, deep roots, and room to explore.

Wenham doesn't try to impress people. And that's exactly why so many families fall in love with it. Horse farms, stone walls,

historic homes, conservation land, and tree-lined roads give Wenham the feel of a town that has intentionally protected its

character while the world around it has changed.

For families looking for a slower pace and a strong sense of community, Wenham offers a lifestyle that feels increasingly rare

on Boston's North Shore. While it shares schools, youth programs, and many community resources with Hamilton, Wenham

has a personality all its own — a timeless town center, neighbors who know one another, and children who still ride bikes

around town and gather at local parks.

Family Favorites

Tendercrop Farm — part grocery store, part farm stand, part community gathering place. Produce, baked goods, cider

donuts, flowers, and locally prepared meals make it a weekend tradition; many families stop in for one item and leave with

dinner and dessert.

Wenham Museum — one of the hidden gems of the North Shore, built around childhood, history, and hands-on learning, with

interactive exhibits, model trains, and a historic house.

The Wenham Tea House — part restaurant, part local institution, serving families for generations and a setting for countless

birthdays and celebrations.

Outdoor Life

One of Wenham's biggest strengths is access to nature. Conservation land, trails, ponds, and open spaces — Wenham Lake,

Cedar Pond, Pleasant Pond, and the trail networks around town and behind Gordon College — are some of the community's

greatest assets, and nature is never far away.

“Wenham doesn't have to tell you how special it is. Spend a few weekends

here and you'll figure it out for yourself.”

TH E  R I P P L E  E F F EC T  TAK E

Wenham may be one of the North Shore's best-kept secrets — the kind of town where children still grow up with

room to roam, neighbors still know each other, and family traditions are built one season at a time.

T H E  NO R T H  S H O R E  FAM I LY  GU I D E
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T  O  W  N     B  Y     T  O  W  N

Beverly
The town that has everything.

If the North Shore has a community that can do a little bit of everything, it might be Beverly. 
Beaches. Restaurants. Arts and culture. The energy comes from the fact that there's always 
something happening — new restaurants open regularly, and community events fill the 
calendar. Families have access to beaches, arts, sports, dining, and entertainment all within 
a relatively compact city.

Having lived in Beverly for more than two decades, my family has watched it evolve while 
still maintaining the neighborhood feel that makes people want to stay.

Family Favorites
Lynch Park is arguably Beverly's crown jewel — playgrounds, waterfront views, open 
lawns, walking paths, gardens, and community events make it one of the most beloved 
gathering places on the North Shore. Dane Street Beach is perfect for quick summer 
outings, and the Beverly Public Library offers programs and activities for children of all 
ages.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

The Cabot
One of Beverly's greatest success stories. Over the last decade it has transformed 
downtown into a destination for arts and entertainment — children's performances, 
movies, comedy, and nationally touring acts, all without leaving town. A place where 
multiple generations can enjoy the same stage.

Family favorites, food edition:

Depot Diner — a North Shore breakfast institution

Nick's Roast Beef — a Beverly classic

Mission Boathouse — waterfront dining

Anchor Pub — a kid- and dog-friendly outdoor patio in the warmer months



T O W N  B Y  T O W N  ·  B E V E R L Y

A City of Neighborhoods
A collection of distinct neighborhoods, connected by community.
One of Beverly's greatest strengths is that it doesn't feel like a city in the traditional sense.
Instead, it feels like a collection of distinct neighborhoods connected by a shared sense of
community. Families often find themselves developing loyalties to their favorite beaches,
parks, coffee shops, sports programs, and local events. Over time, those places become
part of the rhythm of everyday life.

Beverly also embraces its waterfront in a way that shapes the character of the city. From
Lynch Park and Dane Street Beach to Beverly Harbor and the city's marinas, the ocean is
never far away. Summer evenings often mean a walk along the water, a stop for ice cream,
or simply watching boats return to the harbor.

Throughout the year, community events help bring residents together. Farmers markets,
downtown festivals, holiday celebrations, youth sports, arts events, and waterfront
activities create a calendar that stays active in every season.

For many families, Beverly offers something increasingly difficult to find: the energy and
amenities of a larger community while still maintaining the feeling of a hometown.

School snapshot: Beverly Public Schools provide a wide range of academic, athletic, arts,
and vocational opportunities, and families often appreciate the diversity of educational
pathways available throughout the district.

“The tradeoff for a little extra traffic is having beaches, restaurants,
concerts, sports, and community events practically at your doorstep.”

T H E  N O R T H  S H O R E  F A M I L Y  G U I D E 10

T H E  R I P P L E  E F F E C T  T A K E

We’ve watched Beverly become one of the great comeback stories on the North Shore. When
Amy and I moved there in 2003, downtown was quieter and many of the historic storefronts had
yet to find new life. Since then, artists and entrepreneurs helped shape a thriving downtown.
Breweries brought new energy to the city. And The Cabot became one of the great success
stories on the North Shore, transforming from a historic theater into a cultural anchor that draws
everyone from children’s performers to nationally touring musicians. We were fortunate enough
to raise our children here. And watching Beverly grow up alongside them was pretty special.



T H E   N O R T H   S H O R E   F A M I L Y   G U I D E 11

T  O  W  N     B  Y     T  O  W  N

Danvers
The North Shore's convenience champion.

Danvers rarely receives the attention of its coastal neighbors. That's surprising, because 
for many families Danvers quietly checks more boxes than almost any other North Shore 
community: central location, excellent access, strong recreation programs, and a practical, 
everyday lifestyle that makes raising children a little easier.

Weekend Life
A typical Danvers Saturday might include Endicott Park, youth sports, lunch with friends, a 
stop at Cherry Farm Creamery, errands, and dinner nearby. Danvers tends to simplify 
everyday life — and when you're raising a family, that matters.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Endicott Park
Few places appear more often on local parents' recommendation lists. Animals, 
playgrounds, trails, fields, and community events make it a regular part of childhood for 
many North Shore children.

T H E   N O R T H   S H O R E   F A M I L Y   G U I D E 12

“Living in Danvers means almost nothing feels far away.”

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

Danvers may be the most practical family town on the North Shore. And 
sometimes practical is exactly what families need.

From the picnic area next to the pond at Endicott Park in Danvers.
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Danvers
The North Shore's convenience champion.

Danvers rarely receives the attention of its coastal neighbors. That's surprising, because 
for many families Danvers quietly checks more boxes than almost any other North Shore 
community: central location, excellent access, strong recreation programs, and a practical, 
everyday lifestyle that makes raising children a little easier.

Weekend Life
A typical Danvers Saturday might include Endicott Park, youth sports, lunch with friends, a 
stop at Cherry Farm Creamery, errands, and dinner nearby. Danvers tends to simplify 
everyday life — and when you're raising a family, that matters.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Endicott Park
Few places appear more often on local parents' recommendation lists. Animals, 
playgrounds, trails, fields, and community events make it a regular part of childhood for 
many North Shore children.

Located just down the road from The Little Gym of Danvers, Cherry Farm Creamery has 
become a North Shore tradition. Families stop after camps, after sports, after birthday 
parties, after school — and sometimes simply because it's a beautiful summer evening. 
Every North Shore family seems to have a Cherry Farm memory.

Family Enrichment Spotlight: The Little Gym of Danvers
Many families initially discover The Little Gym looking for an activity. What they often find is 
something much larger: confidence, friendships, community. Through classes, camps, 
birthday parties, and special events, thousands of North Shore children have built skills that 
extend far beyond the gym floor.

School snapshot: Danvers Public Schools offer strong academics, athletics, arts, and 
extracurricular opportunities supported by an active community.
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“Living in Danvers means almost nothing feels far away.”
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T H E  R I P P L E  E F F E C T  T A K E

Danvers has played a special role in our family’s story. When Amy opened The
Little Gym, we chose Danvers because it sits at the crossroads of the North
Shore. Families from Beverly, Peabody, Salem, Hamilton, Wenham, Topsfield,
Boxford, and beyond can all get here easily. Over the years, we’ve watched
thousands of local children walk through those doors, and it’s reinforced
something we’ve always appreciated about Danvers: it’s a community built
around accessibility, convenience, and family life.
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Salem
More than October.

Mention Salem and most people immediately think of Halloween. Locals know there's much 
more to the story. Salem is one of the North Shore's most vibrant communities, offering a 
unique combination of history, culture, walkability, waterfront access, restaurants, 
museums, and year-round events. It's a city that embraces its identity while continuing to 
evolve.

Weekend Life
A typical Salem Saturday might include coffee downtown, a walk through Salem Common, a 
museum visit, exploring the waterfront, lunch at a local restaurant, and a community event 
or festival. There is almost always something happening.

What to Know
Like Beverly, Salem is active, and traffic can be heavier than in many neighboring 
communities. October brings visitors from around the world, and the city becomes busier, 
louder, and more crowded. For some that's a reason to avoid Salem; for many local families, 
it's part of the fun. The families who embrace it tend to have the most fun.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Peabody Essex Museum
One of the premier museums in New England and an outstanding resource for families 
— one of the North Shore's greatest cultural resources.
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Peabody Essex Museum
One of the premier museums in New England and an outstanding resource for families 
— one of the North Shore's greatest cultural resources.

Salem Common is a year-round gathering place for families, the Salem Maritime National 
Historic Site makes history tangible, and Forest River Park offers waterfront access, open 
space, and recreation.

Family favorites, food edition:

Red's Sandwich Shop — a Salem institution
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Flying Saucer Pizza — a family favorite downtown

Mercy Tavern — popular with residents and visitors

Goodnight Fatty — worth the wait

“If you embrace October instead of avoiding it, Salem 
becomes one of the most fun places in Massachusetts to 
raise a family.”

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

Salem isn't for everyone. But for families who love history, culture, walkability, 
events, and energy, it's difficult to find another North Shore community quite 
like it.
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Peabody
Practical, connected, and family friendly.

Peabody doesn't always grab the headlines. What it does exceptionally well is everyday 
life: convenient access to major highways, strong recreation programs, shopping, dining, 
parks, youth sports, and easy connections to neighboring communities. For many families, 
those things matter more than postcard views.

Weekend Life
A typical Peabody Saturday might include a visit to Brooksby Farm, youth sports, shopping 
or errands, lunch with family, recreation programs, and time outdoors. Peabody tends to 
make life easier — and when you're juggling work, school, activities, and family 
commitments, that's a valuable quality.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Brooksby Farm
Few places are more closely associated with family life in Peabody. Generations have 
visited for apple picking, seasonal events, farm animals, and fresh produce. For many 
local children, a trip to Brooksby Farm is simply part of growing up.
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Brooksby Farm
Few places are more closely associated with family life in Peabody. Generations have 
visited for apple picking, seasonal events, farm animals, and fresh produce. For many 
local children, a trip to Brooksby Farm is simply part of growing up.

Crystal Lake is a popular destination in warmer months, Peabody's recreation programs are 
a community strength, and the city's location makes it easy to enjoy amenities throughout 
the North Shore.

School snapshot: Peabody Public Schools offer a variety of academic, athletic, arts, and 
vocational opportunities supported by a strong community network.

“Peabody quietly checks a lot of boxes for families.”
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T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

Peabody may not always be the first town people consider. After spending time 
here, many wonder why they didn't consider it sooner.
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Manchester-by-the-Sea & 
Essex
Coastal charm and river life.

These two communities sit only minutes apart, yet offer remarkably different lifestyles. 
Manchester-by-the-Sea revolves around the coast. Essex revolves around rivers, marshes, 
and open space. Both offer extraordinary opportunities for families who love the outdoors.

Manchester-by-the-Sea
Manchester-by-the-Sea feels like the image many people imagine when they picture 
coastal New England: harbor views, historic homes, walkable streets, a beautiful 
downtown, and one of the region's most beloved beaches.

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Singing Beach
Singing Beach has earned a reputation throughout New England, but for local families 
it's simply part of everyday life. The ability to spend an hour at the beach after work or 
after camp is one of the things residents treasure most.

Masconomo Park offers a beautiful gathering place overlooking Manchester Harbor, and 
downtown Manchester is walkable, welcoming, and full of small-town charm.

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

Manchester isn't just near the water. Life revolves around it.

Essex
Essex offers a lifestyle built around nature — marshes, rivers, boating, farms, and some of 
the most beautiful scenery in Massachusetts.
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Family favorites, food edition:

Googins Galley — a breakfast and lunch institution

The James — a popular dining destination

Shipyard Tavern — relaxed and family friendly

Woodman's — a North Shore classic

Essex Seafood — fresh seafood, casual dining

“No visit to Essex is complete without the
fried clams.”
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Essex feels slower in the best possible way. It's a place where nature still sets 
the pace.

“No visit to Essex is complete without the
fried clams.”



T O W N  B Y  T O W N

Gloucester
Adventure starts here.

Gloucester is for families who love the ocean — not just looking at it, but living it. The city continues to evolve while
remaining true to its fishing-village roots. In recent years, downtown Gloucester has seen a noticeable resurgence, with new
restaurants, community events, and destinations such as The Cut creating a vibrant arts and entertainment scene that draws
locals and visitors throughout the year. Families are discovering that Gloucester offers far more than beaches: a unique
blend of maritime history, outdoor adventure, arts, and culture.

Family Favorites
Good Harbor Beach — a North Shore summer classic.

Wingaersheek Beach — gentle tidal flats made for young families.

Stage Fort Park — playgrounds, history, and sweeping harbor views.

HarborWalk — a waterfront stroll through the city's seafaring story.

“Some of the best childhood memories on the North Shore start with a
beach chair and a low tide at Wingaersheek.”

A Note About Cape Ann
Just beyond Gloucester lies neighboring Rockport, one of New England's most iconic coastal communities. Known for
galleries, artists, harbor views, and classic seaside charm, Rockport can get busy in peak season, but many North Shore
families enjoy spending weekends exploring its shops, beaches, and waterfront.

Where Families Eat
Minglewood Tavern — live music and tavern favorites on an open harborside deck.

The Causeway Restaurant — heaping plates of fried seafood worth the wait.

Lobsta Land — a longtime local favorite overlooking the salt marsh.

On the Big Screen
Gloucester's deep fishing heritage has even reached the big screen. The Perfect Storm tells the story of a 1991 nor'easter
and the Gloucester fishing crew lost at sea. The Hollywood film adaptation was shot on location here in 1999, before its
release in 2000, putting the city's working waterfront in front of audiences around the world.

T H E   R I P P L E   E F F E C T   T A K E

Gloucester gives families the ocean as a way of life — history, adventure, and a working waterfront that still feels
real.

T H E  N O R T H  S H O R E  FA M I L Y  G U I D E
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Raising Kids Near the Water
One of the greatest gifts of growing up on the North Shore.

Ask adults who grew up on the North Shore what they remember most about childhood, 
and you'll hear many of the same themes. The beach. The harbor. The lake. The dock. The 
boat. The river. The salt air. The freedom.

There's something special about raising children around water, and the North Shore offers 
that opportunity in countless ways. Whether your family spends weekends sailing on 
Chebacco Lake, exploring tide pools in Gloucester, paddling the Essex River, or building 
sand castles at Crane Beach, water has a way of becoming part of everyday life here. And 
over time, those experiences become part of who your children are.

The Childhood Most Kids Dream About
Childhood today can feel increasingly scheduled — practices, lessons, screens, activities, 
calendars packed from morning until bedtime. One of the beautiful things about life on the 
North Shore is that some of the best experiences remain wonderfully simple. A kayak. A 
fishing rod. A bucket for shells. A paddleboard. A beach towel. Water has a way of slowing 
things down. It invites exploration, encourages curiosity, and creates the kind of 
unstructured adventures children rarely forget.

The Magic of Low Tide
One of the simplest joys of growing up here is learning that the beach changes every day 
— especially at low tide. At Wingaersheek Beach, children can walk far beyond the normal 
shoreline, exploring sandbars and shallow pools. At Crane Beach, long walks reveal a 
constantly changing landscape. Along rocky coastlines, tide pools become tiny worlds 
waiting to be explored.

Children discover:

Hermit crabs

Tiny fish

Shells
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Seaweed forests

Small marine creatures

Essex River Adventures
The Essex River introduces families to a completely different side of the North Shore. Unlike 
the beaches, the river feels quieter, more intimate, more connected to nature. Families 
paddle through winding marshes while watching osprey, egrets, herons, hawks, and seals. 
The scenery feels almost untouched — one of the most beautiful and peaceful experiences 
available anywhere on the North Shore.

Learning Independence
Water teaches children lessons that are difficult to learn anywhere else: patience, 
responsibility, problem solving, confidence. Whether it's learning to paddle a kayak, cast a 
fishing line, tie a knot, or steer a sailboat, children develop skills that stay with them for life. 
Many North Shore parents will tell you the same thing — some of their children's biggest 
confidence-building moments happened on the water.

You Don't Need a Yacht
One of the great misconceptions about waterfront life is that it's expensive. The truth is that 
many of the happiest family memories happen on the simplest adventures: a small fishing 
boat, a used kayak, a canoe, a paddleboard, a public beach, a dock, a cooler full of 
sandwiches. The boat isn't the point. The time together is.

“The best thing about raising kids near the water isn't 
the water itself. It's the freedom, confidence, and 
memories that come with it.”

T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

One of the greatest gifts of living on the North Shore is that adventure doesn't 
require a vacation. It's already in your backyard — and for many families, that's 
exactly what makes this place feel like home.
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F  O  R     P  A  R  E  N  T  S

Moving With Kids
Because a move is more than a new address.

Adults tend to think about moving in practical terms: the house, the mortgage, the 
inspection, the closing, the moving truck. Children experience a move very differently. To a 
child, moving often means a new bedroom, a new school, new friends, new routines, a new 
playground, a new neighborhood — and sometimes, a lot of uncertainty. That's why helping 
children through a move can be every bit as important as finding the right house. In many 
ways, it's more important.

The Question Beneath the Question
Parents often hear questions like, “Will my toys come with us?” “Can I still see my friends?” 
“Will I have my own room?” “What's my new school like?” But underneath those questions 
is often a much bigger one — a question children don't always know how to ask: “Am I 
going to be okay?” They're not worried about square footage. They're worried about 
belonging. And those concerns are completely normal.

Children Borrow Their Confidence From Us
Children often take emotional cues from the adults around them. If parents are 
overwhelmed and focused only on the stress of moving, children often absorb that energy. 
If parents approach the move as an adventure, children are more likely to see it the same 
way. That doesn't mean pretending everything is perfect — it means helping children focus 
on what they're gaining, not just what they're leaving behind.

Before the Move
Include children in the process — enough that they feel like participants rather than 
passengers:

Show them photos of the new home

Visit the neighborhood together

Explore a local playground

Let them help pack
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Let them choose decorations for their new room

Talk openly about what to expect

F  A  M  I  L  Y     F  A  V  O  R  I  T  E

Visit a Playground Before Moving Day
A playground is often the first place a child begins imagining life in a new community.

The First Day, Week & Month
Moving day is rarely perfect — boxes everywhere, schedules falling apart, something 
always misplaced. One piece of advice consistently rises to the top: set up your child's 
room first, before the garage, the office, or even most of the kitchen. A familiar blanket, 
favorite books, stuffed animals, and a nightlight help a new house begin feeling like home 
almost immediately.

In the first week, resist the urge to spend every waking hour unpacking. Make time to 
explore: a local park, the nearest ice cream shop, the library, a family adventure. Children 
don't build attachment to a house — they build attachment to experiences. By the first 
month, belonging begins. The fastest way to help a child feel at home is to help them find 
their people through sports, classes, clubs, and community events. Friendship accelerates 
belonging.

Keep the Traditions
One of the biggest mistakes families make after a move is unintentionally abandoning the 
routines that made life feel familiar — family movie night, Saturday pancakes, Friday pizza, 
bedtime stories, lake days, beach days. Whatever traditions matter to your family, bring 
them with you. The house may be new. Your traditions don't have to be.

A Note About Schools
School transitions can feel intimidating for both children and parents. The good news? 
Children are often more resilient than adults expect. Teachers, schools, and other families 
all understand transitions, and most children adapt faster than their parents imagine. The 
key is patience. Belonging takes time, and that's okay. When a child needs a little longer, 
that's normal too — listen, be patient, acknowledge their feelings, and avoid rushing to 
solve every concern immediately.
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T  H  E     R  I  P  P  L  E     E  F  F  E  C  T     T  A  K  E

There is no perfect move. The goal isn't perfection — it's helping your family 
move forward together. A successful move isn't measured by how quickly the 
boxes disappear. It's measured by how successfully your family builds a new 
life.
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M  E  E  T     C  H  I  P

Helping
Families Find
Their Place
The North Shore isn't just

live.

C H I P   &   A M Y   S E L L E Y         •         T H E   L I T T L E   G Y M   O F   D A N V E R S

where we work. It's where we

It's where our family has built a life
and a small business that's also
closely tied into the health and
well-being of the community. Like
many North Shore families, our free
time often revolves around the
things that make this area special:
community events, live music, time on Chebacco Lake, trips to the beach, local restaurants,
exploring the outdoors, watching the seasons change, and simply enjoying life with family
and friends. Those experiences are part of what inspired this guide.
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After spending years connected to North Shore families through our community 
involvement and through Amy's work as owner of The Little Gym of Danvers, we've had the 
opportunity to watch thousands of children grow up. We've watched families move into the 
area and put down roots, discovering favorite parks, beaches, traditions, and towns. One 
thing becomes clear very quickly: finding the right house is important, but finding the right 
community is even more important. That's why I created this guide — not to tell you where 
to live, but to help you discover which community feels most like home.

What I Love About the North Shore
I love that no two communities are exactly alike. I love that children can grow up sailing on a 
lake and exploring the ocean. I love that there are still places where neighbors know one 
another, and I love the local farms, beaches, trails, downtowns, and community traditions. 
Most of all, I love that families have so many different ways to create a life that feels 
uniquely their own.

“The best communities aren't always the ones with the 
biggest houses. They're the ones where your family feels 
like it belongs.”

Thank You

Welcome to the North Shore.
— Chip Selley, Ripple Effect Realty
— Amy Selley, The Little Gym at Cherry Hill in Danvers
Helping families find not just a house, but a place to belong.

Thank you for spending time with this guide. Whether you’re moving next month or simply
exploring possibilities for the future, please let me know what questions you have about
neighborhoods, schools, waterfront living, family activities, or life on the North Shore!

Why This Guide Exists
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A Place to Build a Life
The North Shore offers something increasingly rare. Communities where 

children can still explore. Neighbors who still know one another. And family 
traditions built one season at a time.

Whether your family is drawn to the beaches of Cape Ann, the farms of 
Hamilton and Wenham, the energy of Beverly and Salem, the convenience of 
Danvers and Peabody, or the unique lifestyle of Chebacco Lake, I hope this 

guide has helped you discover what makes this region so special.

Because finding the right house matters. But finding the right place to build a 
life matters even more.

Start Your North Shore Journey

Chip Selley · Ripple Effect Realty
617-680-9273    ·    chip@rippleeffectrealty.com
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